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At just over half (52%) of the shops surveyed, some or all of 
the school bus technicians have attained ASE certification.

SBF’s 2016 Maintenance Survey found that the average starting 
wage for school bus technicians is $17.96 per hour, continuing 
a steady increase over the past few years. Some respondents 
reported starting wage as an annual salary; the average of 
those for 2016 is $39,039, up from $38,558 last year.

In general, the ratio of school buses to full-time technicians 
increases with fleet size. The average ratio for all fleet sizes is 
20 buses per tech, up from 19 in last year’s survey.

Year School buses in fleetAverage hourly pay School buses per tech

2012 1-24

2013 25-49

2014 50-99

2015 100-299

2016 300+

$16.41 13

$17.04 22

$17.54 22

$17.82 24

$17.96 26

20
All

11%

None
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14,022
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Starting pay for techs rises Bus-to-tech ratio (by fleet size)

Are your techs ASE certified?Average school buses per technician

Average number of buses per bay

Average annual miles per bus

Some
41%
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Respondents estimated the average age of their school bus fleets. The overall average of 
respondents’ fleet ages is 9.3 years, which is the same as the findings in 2015 and 2013.

8.5 8.8 9.3 9.0 9.3 9.3

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016Survey 
year

Av
er

ag
e 

ag
e 

(y
ea

rs
)

School bus fleet age holds steady

About two-fifths (41%) of the shops surveyed 
do school bus body repair.

More than two-fifths (42%) perform school bus 
engine rebuilds.

Do bus body repair? Do engine rebuilds?

No 59%

Yes 41% Yes 42%

No 58%
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Three-fourths (75%) of the operations surveyed maintain fewer than 100 school buses, including 
spares. For this survey, we received 326 usable responses. Thanks to all participants.
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Number of school buses maintained

The vast majority (90%) of respondents keep 
inventory for parts on site.

More than half (55%) of the shops surveyed 
use fleet maintenance software.

Have parts inventory on site? Use maintenance software?

No 45%

Yes 55%Yes 90%

No 10%


