2011 SCHOOL DISTRICT SURVEY

Stop-Arm Running
CITED AS
Top Safety Issue
More than one-fourth
of respondents say
the illegal passing of
buses is the biggest
challenge in school
transportation safety.
Student behavior
is the second most
common response.
Photo by Katy Warner

BY THOMAS MCMAHON,
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

W

hen asked what they
consider the foremost
safety-related challenge
in pupil transportation,
respondents to SCHOOL BUS FLEET’s
2011 School District Survey named a
wide variety of issues. But the most
common response by far was the illegal
passing of school buses — AKA stoparm running.
The No. 2 issue cited was student behavior, while the student loading and
unloading process in general came in at
No. 3 (see chart on pg. 30). Other common answers included the challenge of
providing enough training for bus drivers, aides and other staff; driver inat28
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tention; and cuts in funding for student
transportation. One person’s answer to
the top challenge question was “funding. Always will be.”
Elsewhere in this year’s survey, one
new question asked respondents whether they charge a fee for regular transportation services (see chart on pg. 29). Only
5 percent of the districts surveyed do.
We asked those districts how much they
charge, and the average came out to $222
per student per year. One district said it
charges per ride — 50 cents — with a
maximum of $173 for the school year.
In another new question for this
year’s survey, we asked respondents
how many school transportation con-

ferences they attended over the past
year (see chart on pg. 33). While 71 percent went to at least one conference, the
other 29 percent didn’t attend any. One
of the latter respondents’ answers was
“none because of school budget.”
For this survey, a questionnaire was
e-mailed to directors at school district
transportation departments with a
wide variety of fleet sizes.
A total of 224 useable responses
was received. This includes respondents to SBF’s Top 100 School District
Fleets survey (published in the October 2011 issue) who filled out an extended questionnaire. Our thanks to
everyone who participated.

N O V E M B E R 2 0 11

10/5/11 1:18:50 PM

Few charge bus fees

Most maintain bus service level

Fee

5%

More than half
(56 percent) of
respondents said
their district’s
transportation
service stayed
the same from
last school year
to this year. But
about one-fifth
(21 percent)
reduced service.

23%

Increased

Same

56%

No Fee

95%

Reduced

21%

Only 5 percent of the school districts surveyed charge a fee for
regular transportation service. Among those districts, the average
charge is $222 per student per year.

YOUR
SAFE SEATING
DISTRIBUTORS FOR:

SPECIALISTS

E-Z-ON
Safety Vests
Cam Harnesses

BESI
Universal Vest
Over the Shoulder Harnesses
Pro-Tech

Product:
SAFEGUARD STAR

Q’STRAINT/SURE-LOK
Wheelchair Occupant
Restraint Systems

1.800.543.0575
www.ewss.org

3 POINT/INTEGRATED
SCHOOL BUS SEATS

10939B Reed Hartman Hwy.
Cincinnati, OH 45242

Certified Seat Covers and Foam
Evacuation and Fire Blankets
School Bus Seats and Car Seats

www.schoolbusfleet.com/freeinfo/21348
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Stop-arm running is top safety challenge
TOP SAFETY CHALLENGE

27%

Stop-arm running

11%
10%
9%

Student behavior
Loading/unloading
Other drivers

7%

Providing enough training

6%
5%
3%

Funding cuts
Driver inattention
Getting good drivers

More than one-fourth of respondents (27 percent) cited stop-arm
running — the illegal passing of
stopped school buses — as the
biggest safety-related challenge
in school transportation. Responses in the “Other” category
included old buses, weather and
railroad crossings.

3%

Traffic

2%
2%

Cooperation of all parties
Special needs

15%

Other

Little change in driver shortage
Severe

Many unionized drivers

Desperate

1%

7%
None

30%

Moderate

22%

Union

53%

Non-union

47%

Mild

40%
The degree of school bus driver shortage reported by respondents
didn’t shift much compared to last year. Then, 29 percent had no
driver shortage; now, 30 percent have none.
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Drivers at just over half (53 percent) of districts surveyed belong to
a labor union. The ratio was the same last year.
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Director salary declines

19%

The average salary of transportation directors surveyed is $69,557.
That’s a decrease of 4 percent from last year’s average, $72,482.
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to
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$100,000
to
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ANNUAL SALARY

Less repair time.
More road time.
Get to work faster with the versatility
of the wireless Mach 4™.
The new standard in mobile column lifts, the Mach 4’s user-friendly
design can cut setup times by 75% and save over $7,600 in labor
costs.* See for yourself how “faster and easier” can equal a quick
return on your investment. Schedule a free demonstration of the
Mach 4 at your shop today.
Call 800-640-5438, or visit rotarylift.com/mach4/sb
for more information on Rotary’s full line of products.
Shown: MCHW418U100
72,000 lbs. capacity

*Study based on technician rate of $60/hr
and assumed 50-week work year.

www.schoolbusfleet.com/freeinfo/21280
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Starting driver pay also dips

13%

14%

15%
13%

Respondents’ school bus drivers start at an average of
$14.03 per hour. Last year’s average was 12 cents higher
— $14.15 per hour.
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$18 to
$18.99
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$19 or
more

STARTING HOURLY PAY

Atlantic Express fleets have access to and can be equipped with
GreenRoad™, a high tech personalized driving coach combined with
GPS that provides immediate feedback to help measure, improve
and sustain safe and fuel-efficient driving decisions. Drivers,
transportation managers and any other personnel are provided
access to web-based performance reports and analysis. The system
empowers drivers and fleets to reduce crashes, improve fuel
economy and reduce overall vehicle operating costs.
GreenRoad is just one of the innovations you can expect
when you choose Atlantic Express for your student
transportation. Let us provide safe, clean, reliable
transportation for your school district.
To learn more, call 1-800-336-3886
ext. 8073.

7 North Street
Staten Island, NY 10302
www.atlanticexpress .com
www.schoolbusfleet.com/freeinfo/21179
32

SCHOOL BUS FLEET

SBF11survey.indd 32

•

N O V E M B E R 2 0 11

10/5/11 1:18:56 PM

Most go to at least one conference

29%

1

39%

2
3

18%
9%

4 4%

Close to three-fourths (71
percent) of respondents
attended one or more
school transportation
conferences over the
past year.

29%

1-24

17%

25-49
BUSES IN FLEET

CONFERENCES ATTENDED IN PAST YEAR

0

Respondents’ fleet size

15%

50-99

11%

100-299

28%

300+

5 1%

About three-fifths (61 percent) of respondents have fewer than 100
school buses in their fleet.

7KHGD\VRIVWLFN\QRWHV
are over...

versatrans
a tyler school solution

Introducing Scheduler and Calendar,
DQRWKHUoUVWLQWKHLQGXVWU\IURP9HUVDWUDQV
Let Tyler’s Versatrans Routing & Planning—the
industry leading route planning software solution for
schools—manage schedule changes for you.

www.schoolbusfleet.com/freeinfo/21415
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