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Fleet Mix Includes More Alt-Fuel
Buses as Diesel Holds Steady
Although school districts are still purchasing diesel school buses in high
numbers, electric and propane buses are making up growing shares of fleets,
our School District Fleet Survey finds.
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Just about three-quarters (72%) of
districts reported purchasing new school
buses for the 2019-20 school year.
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Districts that bought new school
buses this year were asked about
the fuel types of those buses. The
top answer was, by far, diesel,
with 93% of respondents choosing it for some or all of their new
school buses. Gasoline came in
a distant second, and all-electric
edged out compressed natural
gas (CNG) by one percent. The
one response in the “other” category was biodiesel, which can be
used in regular diesel engines.
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BUYING ANY NEW BUSES?
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By Nicole Schlosser, Executive Editor
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ADVERTISEMENT

TOP 5 REASONS PROPANE AUTOGAS IS
THE RIGHT FUEL FOR SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION
Over the past seven years, propane autogas school bus registrations have increased by more than 700 percent, with over
one million students safely transported to school and home every day. School transportation departments and private
contractors are choosing propane autogas over all other fuels for these top five reasons:
1. PROPANE AUTOGAS IS (ACTUALLY) CLEANER.
In real-world testing conducted by West Virginia University in 2018, propane
autogas produced 96 percent fewer NOx emissions compared
with clean diesel buses.1
2. PROPANE AUTOGAS PROVIDES THE LOWEST
TOTAL COST-OF-OWNERSHIP OF ANY FUEL.

REAL WORLD SCHOOL BUS
FLEET COST SAVINGS
$0.80/mi

Propane autogas reduces the most emissions of all fuel options at the lowest cost.
It’s 93 percent more cost-effective, costing only $0.19 per mile compared with
diesel at $0.80 per mile (accounting for fuel and maintenance).
3. PROPANE AUTOGAS PERFORMANCE CAN BE TRUSTED
WELL INTO THE FUTURE.
Clean diesel engines require rigorous and costly maintenance to stay efficient.
Technicians who work on propane autogas buses report that the maintenance is
uncomplicated and the buses are reliable.
4. PROPANE AUTOGAS PROVIDES THE PERFORMANCE
YOUR FLEET REQUIRES.
Because propane autogas buses are manufactured by the OEMs you already know,
you can trust that the performance meets your standards. In the winter, propane
autogas buses start up on demand, unlike conventional buses that require startup
crews for frigid mornings.

$0.19/mi

DIESEL
FUEL

PROPANE
AUTOGAS

(Cost per mile for fuel & maintenance)

Average Cost
Savings Per Bus*

$7,320 – YEAR 1
$109,800 – LIFETIME
*Assumes 12,000 miles
driven/year for 15 years

5. PROPANE AUTOGAS IS INNOVATING CLEAN PERFORMANCE.
Propane autogas has an ultra-low NOx engine, manufactured by Roush CleanTech,
with impressively clean performance technology. The Ford 6.8L engine is certified
to the optional ultra-low-NOx CARB 0.02 g/bhp-hr standard, operating 90 percent
cleaner than the EPA’s mandated 0.20 g/bhp-hr heavy-duty standard.

Source: This information comes
from Roush CleanTech

1. Source: 2018 West Virginia University Center for Alternative Fuels Engines and Emissions study comparing 2015 LPG
Blue Bird school bus (6.8L, 10 Cylinder) with 2014 ultra-low sulfur diesel Blue Bird school bus (6.7L, 6 Cylinder).

In an industry where many school districts and private contractors are considering alternative fuels, propane
autogas continues to be a top choice. Learn more about what propane autogas can do for schools at Propane.com.

1140 Connecticut Ave. NW, Suite 1075 / Washington, DC 20036 / P 202-452-8975 / F 202-452-9054 © 2019

D I S T R I C T F L E E T S U RV E Y

3%

HIGHER

1%

63%

ALL-ELECTRIC

COMPRESSED NATURAL GAS

PROPANE

6%

GASOLINE

Fuel types in fleets before the
2019-20 purchases consist
nearly entirely of diesel, at
99%. Gasoline made up nearly
one-third of the fueling of the
buses in respondents’ fleets,
and propane came in third with
6%. The number of alternativefuel buses districts are buying
has increased a few percentage
points over the last few years.
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NEW BUSES ASIDE,
WHAT FUELS DO
YOUR CURRENT
BUSES USE?
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As in 2018, nearly two-thirds
of surveyed districts increased
their starting hourly pay for
school bus drivers this year.

AT A GLANCE: AVERAGES
DRIVER STARTING PAY

DIRECTOR SALARY
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SMALL BUMP IN DRIVER PAY
According to our 2019 School District
Fleet Survey responses, the average
starting wage for a school bus driver
is $16.67 per hour, which is up slightly
from last year’s average.
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Our 2019 survey indicates that school
bus driver shortage continues, but the
overall degree may be lessening. The
number of districts that fell into the
“none” category increased 3% over
last year and those in the “severe” and
“desperate” categories were down.
Districts in the “mild” and “moderate”
categories were up by 2%. The
categories are defined as: none, 0% short
of drivers; mild, 1-5% short; moderate,
6-10% short; severe, 11-15% short; and
desperate, at least 16% short.
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DRIVERS UNIONIZED?

YES

SCHOOL BUS SERVICE
VS.
LAST YEAR

NO
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Slightly more than half of
respondents reported that
their level of school bus
service stayed the same
for the 2019-20 school
year compared to last year.
More than one-third (39%)
increased service.

School bus drivers are not members
of a labor union at the majority of the
surveyed school districts.
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DIRECTOR SALARY BY FLEET SIZE

HAVE A BUS
APP FOR
PARENTS?

300+

For the transportation directors surveyed, annual salary increases
with fleet size. For all respondents, the average salary is $82,018.

100-299

Buses in Fleet

$81,436
$68,132
$45,015

1-24

Nearly one-fifth of school districts
surveyed provide an app for students
and their parents to check the status
of their school bus.
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RESPONDENTS’ FLEET SIZES
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This survey was emailed to
transportation directors and managers
at school districts with various school
bus fleet sizes (with spares and
contractor buses included in this chart).
We received 339 useable responses.
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Buses in Fleet
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DISCOVER SAVINGS THAT
ADD UP FOR EVERYONE
When you decide to save more on transportation, you’re deciding to save more for
students. Propane autogas buses cut your fuel and maintenance costs, offering
the lowest total cost-of-ownership available. So while you’re meeting your financial
objectives, you’re also helping your district better afford more teachers, supplies, and
extracurricular activities. These savings go far. Explore propane autogas for school
transportation at Propane.com/On-Road-Fleets.

